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September was wetter than normal with near‐normal temperatures. At least 11 

co-operative weather observation stations had over 3.00 inches of rain for the month, which is 
more than 3 times the normal amount. Hinsdale 4SW led with 4.19 inches, while Mosby 4ENE 
had 3.88 inches, and 3.77 inches was recorded at Glasgow 46SW. 

The driest for the whole month was 0.48 inches at Culbertson, 0.60 inches at Brockton 
17N, and 0.69 inches at Homestead 5SE. 

Temperatures were cooler than normal for most of the month, but a very warm final 
week of the month brought the average temperature for the whole month to very close to 
normal. This last week produced the warmest temperatures of September, as most stations 
reached 90 degrees or so around the 28th. Medicine Lake was the warmest in the area with a 
high of 93 degrees, while Culbertson, Flatwillow, Wolf Point, and Port of Raymond all had 92 
degrees for highs. 

Some very chilly temperatures occurred at mid‐month though, most places having a day 
or two where highs were only in the 40s. Brockway and Jordan could only manage a high of 38 
degrees on the 17th, while Terry only had 39 degrees for a high. While these were highs for the 
day, numerous locations found themselves dipping to freezing with snow falling on the 
afternoon of the 17th, a very unusual occurrence this early in the season. 
               This short cold period at mid‐month brought the first freeze of the season to most 
locations. Redstone and Opheim 10N were the coldest reported with lows of 18 degrees on the 
18th. Plentywood dropped to 21 degrees, and Medicine Lake had 22 degrees for a low. 
Those first measurable snows of the season on the 17th brought 3 inches to Bloomfield, 
2 inches to Wibaux, and one inch to Cohagen, Hinsdale 4SW, and at Lindsay. Several other 
locations reported snow that didn’t accumulate on the ground. 
              October was warmer than normal. It was generally drier than normal too, although 
several locations had precipitation that was well above normal. Plentywood had the most with 
1.92 inches of rain, while Carlyle 13NW and Brockton 20S had 1.59 inches. At least 8 stations 
had less than two tenths of an inch for the month. Nothing at all measurable was recorded for 
the month at Opheim 10N, St Marie, and Scobey 4NW. 
             Mild, pleasant fall weather dominated most of the month with very few really cool days 
until the last week. High temperatures reached into the 80s for a day or two at most places 
between the 3rd and 5th. Flatwillow hit 88 degrees on the 3rd, while Mildred 5N came in with 
87 degrees for a high. Nashua, Jordan, Terry, and Vida 6NE all hit 86 degrees. 
              A sudden turn to cold and snowy weather happened late in the month, but it was very 
short‐lived. It easily produced the coldest temperatures of the fall so far though, with 
numerous locations dropping to the single digits for lows. Coldest reported was 4 at Opheim 
10N, Opheim 12SE, and Wibaux. Culbertson hit 5 degrees, while Bloomfield , Circle, and Scobey 
4NW all hit 6 degrees for lows. On the 27th, most places also found themselves with the first 
day of the fall that even high temperatures stayed below freezing. Opheim 12SE managed only 
23 degrees for a high on the 27th, Bredette 24 degrees, and Wolf Point only 25 degrees for a 
high. 



            Snow accompanied the cold on the 25th and 26th, and for most of northeast Montana, 
it was the first measurable snow of the season. Carlyle 13NW had 7.3 inches, while Port of 
Raymond and Bloomfield had 4.0 inches, to lead for most snowfall. 
            The first half of November was very different from the last half, like night and day. The 
pleasant fall weather of October continued the first half of November. In fact it was dry and 
unusually warm. 60s for highs were common and most locations had a day or two in the 70s. 
The last half of the month though was a completely different story, as it turned suddenly very 
cold and wintry with frequent snows. 
           The most precipitation was 2.91 inches at Plentywood, while Carlyle 13NW had 2.13 
inches, and 1.94 inches fell at Glasgow 46SW. Homestead 5SE and Bloomfield 9 NNE only had 
0.18 inches for the month, while Fort Peck had 0.28 inches. 
           The warmest observed temperature for the month was a high of 78 degrees at 
Flatwillow on the 7th, while Brockway, Circle, and Jordan hit 76 degrees. The coldest 
temperatures all occurred around the 23rd when temperatures well below zero occurred, some 
of the coldest readings seen this early in the season in more than 10 years. Cohagen hit ‐26 
degrees, Flatwillow ‐25 degrees, while Terry 21NNW, and Content 3SSE had ‐23. During this 
time a number of stations had highs that were below zero. Opheim 12SE had ‐8 degrees for a 
high on the 24th, Jordan and Content 3SSE ‐5 degrees. 
             Carlyle 13NW led the total snowfall for the month, coming in with 25.1 inches. Glasgow 
46SW had 18.1 inches, and Wibaux came in third with a total of 17.9 inches. Much of the 
Carlyle 13NW total came from a storm that missed most of the rest of northeast Montana, 
when they had 12 inches on the 10th. 


